
HOW TO “HOLIDIZE” YOUR MYSTERY 

1. TITLE. Most important. Change the title to give it a holiday twist. “Dr. Pepper’s Last 
Christmas”; “Auld Lang DEAD”; “Holiday Cruise into MURDER” 

2. CHARACTER AND PLACE NAMES/ATTRIBUTES. Jeb Taylor was murdered at the 
Holiday Inn (the very first one). “Charlotte Worthington” becomes “Noelle 
Worthington”. “Henry Rawson” becomes “Rudolph Rawson”.  Dr. Pepper is described 
as looking exactly like Santa. Joey Marzetti never could remember the reindeer 
names. 

3. PRE-SHOW MUSIC. If you don't already use it, start now. And for moments in the 
show, find places where Holiday Musical Cues could be used. 

4. COSTUMES. This is an obvious one – Holiday/Christmas attire. Give prizes for 
Best Male and Best Female. 

5. REFERENCES. Whenever a character describes something or someone, think of a 
holiday reference that could do the same thing. Don’t neglect song lyrics as sources. 

6. CLUE HUNT. Usually the clue hunt relies on a ‘theme’ that’s related to the plot. 
Change it to reflect Holiday/Christmas trivia, including songs, books, and movies. 

7. FILL-IN-THE-BLANKS. If you find you have to stall for time, fill that time by 
having a Christmas sing-a-long. 

8. THE AUDIENCE. If you are performing for a group whose members you know, use 
whatever you have on them from previous parties. Especially, if they are remembered 
for something. Likewise, if you DON’T know individual attendees, find something 
about them to use in conjunction with the Holiday Theme. “Excuse me. Rudolph 
called. He wants his nose back.” 

9. EVERYTHING ELSE. I’m always amazed and gratified by the creativity of my 
actors. Ask your actors to come up with Holiday/Christmas things to inject into the 
script. If you come up with especially clever things, please send us an email and tell 
us 
all about it. We’ll post it on our Facebook page and add it to the website. Giving you 
full credit, of course! 

10. CALL US if you want additional ideas or if you have questions. 330-678-389


